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Director, Hospital Corps Hosea Smith, ur. 
FORCM(SW/EXW/FMF) 


Director, Hospital 
Corps 


Shipmates, 


I hope this months Force Report finds you, your family and fellow 
shipmates in good health and high spirits. 


As we continue to charge forward into 2020 we find that we are faced with a 
new and deadly threat; the Coronavirus disease 2019 also known as COVID- 
19. While COVID-19 is rapidly spreading, there have been guidelines and 
orders issued to protect service members and their families from contracting 
this virus. It is imperative that we all continue to lead by example, remain 
vigilant and be smart during this time, this can be easily achieved by simply 
adhering to the guidelines and orders set forth by our senior medical officials, 
communicating accurate information to one another, and staying up-to-date 
with the latest information, guidance and orders from leadership. 


Inside this issue: 


COVID-19 
-What is it 


While this may be a new threat, the Hospital Corps has been faced with many 
different threats over the course of 122 years and we have yet to cower or 
retreat, and we will do no such thing now. With proper handwashing 
techniques, performing social distancing and keeping abreast with the latest 
information, we will do our part to contain and eradicate this virus. Stay 
healthy and stay strong. 


-How to Stay Up-to-Date 
-BUMED COVID-19 Watch 


-USNS MERCY & COMFORT 
Deploy 
-Force COC Corner 


-NAVADMINS 


HeoyelShinmaies! -NEC in the Spotlight 
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COVID-19 


CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 





Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which may cause illness in animals or humans. In humans, several coronaviruses 
are known to cause respiratory infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). The most recently discovered coronavirus 
causes coronavirus disease COVID-19. This new virus and disease was unknown before the outbreak began in Wuhan, China, 
in December 2019. (World Health Organization. https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/g-a-coronaviruses ) 











Utilize the sources below to remain up-to-date on all guidelines, changes and infor- 
mation on COVID-19. Your knowledge and the actions you take can play a role in 
beating COVID-19. Many other source can be found on the Navy Medicine homepage. HEALTHY 


-BUMED Navy Medicine Home Page (COVID-19 updates): HABITS ete ee Conia WS ESoe 
https://www.med.navy.mil/Pages/default.aspx 
-Center of Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention COVID-19 page: 


https://www.cdc.gov/ ce 
-Naval Personnel Command Homepage (New NAVADMINS/ALNAVS): 


https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/reference/messages/NAVADMINS/Pages/ 
NAVADMIN2020.aspx 


-US Navy COVID-19 Updates: 





https://navylive.dodlive.mil/2020/03/15/u-s-navy-covid-19-updates/? : 
utm_source=in_focus&utm_medium=covid&utm_ campaign=03_ 20 20 | Wa coe | 

















WHO CAN I CALL IF I HAVE QUESTIONS 








The Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Headquarter has stood up a watch in response to COVID-19. This watch is maintained 
24/7 at the BUMED HQ Medical Operations Center (MOC) and is comprised of the BUMED Command Duty Officer 
(CDO), an Enlisted staff member, and an Emergency Management contractor to answer questions that you may have. If you 
have questions or concerns call the number listed below. 


BUMED COVID-19 WATCH NUMBER (703) 681-1087 OR 1125 
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USNS COMFORT AND USNS MERCY COVID-19 SUPPORT 







USNS Comfort (T-AH-20) USNS Mercy (T-AH-19) 
The Sailors and staff of the USNS MERCY (T-AH 19) and USNS 
COMFORT (T-AH 20) are expeditiously preparing to provide aide and HOSPITALS AT SEA 
support to our great nation in the midst of a pandemic. Our two Hospital MISSION 
Ships will deploy to different locations here in the United States in ee 
response to the rapidly spreading COVID-19. The USNS Mercy is U4 BASICS Pa 
currently rendering assistance along the coast of Los Angeles, and the illicit Re 
USNS Comfort is scheduled to arrive in New York approximately in the next 14 days. Each ship has 
1,000 patient beds, 12 operating rooms, 4 radiology suites, 1 CT machine and each carries 5,000 units of 
blood. While neither of the ships will be treating COVID-19 patients, the aide and relief that these ships 
will provide will play a major role in the containment and the stoppage of the drastically fast spreading 
COVID-19. Be safe and healthy shipmates. 


ee 
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= For more information go to: 





NAVY TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM POLICY UPDATE FOR COVID-19 


As per NAVADMIN 082/20 all Navy Transition Assistance Program (TAP) in-person classes have been suspended until further notice in order 
to minimize the risk of exposure to COVID-19. Although all classes are suspended Commanders are still mandated to ensure transitioning 
Service Members are prepared to reintegrate into the civilian community, especially in the challenging times we currently face. Service 
members with upcoming separation dates, who are unable to reschedule TAP attendance for a later date, must complete TAP via Joint 
Knowledge Online (JKO) (https://jkodirect.jten.mil). Service members with sufficient time remaining prior to their separation or retirement 
should reschedule the TAP course for a later date. For questions or concerns refer to the NAVADMIN followed by speaking with your 
Command Career Counselor. 





VOLUNTARY EXTENSIONS FOR AC NAVY MEMBERS WITH APPROVED SEPARATION OR RETIREMENT DATES 


Due to the uncertainty regarding the duration of COVID-19, NAVADMIN 089/20 was released to mitigate effects, provide Sailor & family 
stability, and maintain readiness. Service members with an approved separation or retirement date before 1 April 2021 who desire to delay 
separation or retirement may submit a request to their detailer by 1 July 2020 to have their separation or retirement date delayed between 6 and 
12 months. For specific guidance please review NAVADMIN 089/20 or contact PERS-40DD at 1-901-874-3545. 


NEC IN THE SPOTLIGHT: L32A 
RESPIRATORY THERAPIST 

NAVADMIN 069/20: Supplemental for E-4 through E-7 February (cycle 106) Selective Reserve TECHNICIAN 

and March 2020 (cycle 247) E-4 through E-6 Active-Duty, Full- Time Support and canvasser 


recruiter Navy-Wide Advancement Examinations 





Respiratory Therapist Technicians 
assist medical officers in treating 
- patients using a variety of controlled 
breathing apparatus that employ 
medical gases. Perform medical gas 
NAVADMIN 073/20: Temporary relaxation of hair grooming standards in response to therapy, nebulization therapy, 
Coronavirus outbreak mechanical ventilation, blood gas analysis and 
pulmonary function testing. They maintain all 
safety precautions related to blood gas testing, gas 
NAVADMIN 080/20: Navy Mitigation Measures in Response to Coronavirus Outbreak Update 3 storage and handling. L32As 


NAVADMIN 071/20: Physical Readiness policy update 


NAVADMIN 072/20: Postponement of selection board schedule 


NAVADMIN 076/20: Secretary of the Navy Tours with Industry Announcement 





NAVADMIN 083/20: Restriction of Movement (ROM) Guidance perform minor repair and 
ALNAY 029/20: State and Local Shelter-in-Place Orders Impact on Department of the Navy preventive maintenance on 
j tracheostomy and endotracheal 
Operations _ 
apparatus, ventilators, blood 
NAVADMIN 089/20: Voluntary extensions for AC Navy members with approved separation or gas equipment, and electronic 
retirement dates monitoring and resuscitation 
equipment. 


NAVADMIN 090/20: Enlisted to Medical Degree Preparatory Program selection board results 


















In Remembrance 


HM3 Marcquest J. Nettles, I Marine Expeditionary Force, died 2APRO6 as a result 


of a vehicle rollover during a flash flood near Al Asad, Iraq. 


HN Geovani Padila-Aleman, 2/28 Brigade Combat Team, died 2APRO6 as a result 


of enemy action in Iraq. 


HM3 Fernando Mendez-Aceves, Ist Marine Division Detachment, died 6APR04 
while conducting combat operations in Iraq. 


HN Benjamin D. Rast, Marine Forces Reserve, died 6APR11 while conducting a 
dismounted patrol in Afghanistan. 


You will never be forgotten. 


Fair Winds and Following Seas 


These dedicated Navy leaders will be piped ashore this month. We all 
hope the next chapter of your lives is even more rewarding. 


HM1 Chad Boschee HM1 Lawrence Jimenez 
HMC Trina Davenport HM 1 Lenora Journigan 
HMCS Mario Faria HMCS Jolando Lightner 
HMC Joseph Gaerlan HMC Cressie Mabins 
HMC Vilma Guantero HMC Richard Neilsen 
HMC John Harris HMC Patrick Quito 
HMCS Elsie Hart HM1 Karamoh Sesay 


HM 1 Jose Hernandezramirez 








Office of the Hospital Corps 


U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery 

7700 Arlington Blvd 

Falls Church VA 22042 
Phone: 703-681-8941 


Deputy Director, Hospital Corps 
HMCM Charles Hickey 


Lead Hospital Corps Planner 
HMCM Michael Faasen 


Hospital Corps Planner 
HMCM Michael Jimenez 


Hospital Corps Planner 
HMCS Leonor Jean-Gilles 


Hospital Corps Planner 
HMCS John Huckleberry 


Hospital Corps Planner 
HMCS Ryan Hachez 


Executive Assistant 
HMC Keith Wells 


FORCE Career Counselor 
NCCS James Osborne 


Thank you for your dedicated service to our Navy and our Nation! 


